68o                              ST ALOYSIUS, C.                        [JuNE2i

his mind wonderfully changed, and more than ever weaned from ali
transitory things. This favour he afterwards disclosed at Rome, in great
simplicity, to F. Vincent Bruno and others. The general would not suffer
him to finish his studies at Milan, but recalled him to Rome in November
the same year, to perform there the fourth or last year of his theological
course. The saint chose a dark and very small chamber over the stair-
case in the garret, with one window in the roof; nor had he in it any other
furniture than a poor bed, a wooden chair, and a little stool to lay his books
upon. He appeared even in the schools and cloisters quite absorbed in
God, and often at table, or with his companions at recreation time after
dinner, he fell into ecstasies and appeared unable to contain the excessive
heavenly joy with which his soul overflowed. He frequently spoke in
raptures on the happiness of dying, the more speedily to enjoy God.

In 1591 an epidemical distemper swept off great multitudes in Rome.
In this public distress the fathers of the Society erected a new hospital,
in which the general himself, with other assistants,  served the sick,
Aloysius obtained by earnest entreaties to be one of this number.    He
catechised and exhorted the poor patients, washed their feet, made their
beds, changed their clothes, and performed with wonderful assiduity and
tenderness the most painful and loathsome offices of the hospital.    The
distemper being pestilential and contagious, several of these fathers died
martyrs of charity and Aloysius fell sick.    It was on the 3rd of March
1591 that he took to his bed, at which time he was overwhelmed with
excessive joy at the thought that he was called to go to his God.   This
joy gave him afterwards a scruple whether it was not immoderate;  but
his confessor, who was the famous Cardinal Bellarmin, comforted him,
saying that it is not an unusual grace to desire death, not out of impatience,
but to be united to God.   The pestilential fever in seven days became so
violent that the saint received the viaticum and extreme unction.   How-
ever, he recovered;   but from the relics of this distemper succeeded a
hectic fever, which in three months reduced him to an excessive weakness.
He studied to add continual mortifications to the pains of his disease,
and rose in the night to pray before a crucifix till, being caught by the
infirmarian, he was forbid doing so for the future;  which direction he
punctually obeyed.   The physicians having ordered him and another sick
brother to take a very bitter draught, the other drank it at once with the
ordinary helps to qualify the bitterness of the taste; but Aloysius sipped
it slowly and, as it were, drop by drop, that he might have the longer
and fuller taste of what was mortifying; nor did he give the least sign of
perceiving any disagreeable taste.   After speaking with Father Bellarmin
oo the happiness of speedily enjoying God, he fell into a rapture through
excess of inward delights, and it continued almost the whole night, which
seemed to htm in the morning to have been but one moment, as he told